458                 HANNO AT BENEVENTUM.

Being unwilling to leave matters in Tarentum for tlie
moment, Hannibal ordered Hanno from Bruttitun to Bene-
ventum, to make an effort to revictual this devoted city.
Gracchus in Lucania was in Hanno's front and Nero at Sues-
sula would, during Ms march, be on Ms flank, but so lax was
the matter of scouting and reconnoissances, or of procuring
information by spies, that Hanno eluded both, safely reached
Beneventum and fortified a camp near the place, before his
enemies knew of his intention of leaving Bruttium. He had
probably marched via Nuceria, from which place country roads
led northward over the mountains to Beneventum. Notifying
the Capuans to send in haste all their carts, beasts of burden
and other means of transport, he amassed in his camp all the
grain of the surrounding country. The heedless Capuans
were all too slow. " They executed this business witli their
usual indolence and carelessness." They sent only a small
train of four hundred wagons. Hanno, vexed enough at this
lax response to Ms dangerous undertaking, told them that he
would not be responsible for the results, and sent them back
for more. Before the Capuans got to Beneventum with a
second train, this time of two thousand wagons, the Homan
consuls in camp at Bovianum, though Hanno had advanced
Ms cavalry as a curtain to his operations, learned from the
people of Beneventum what was going on. Fulvius at once
made for that city to interrupt the proceeding, and entered it.

Arrived at Beneventum, Fulvius found that Hanno was
out with a large force on a foraging expedition, believing
himself to be sufficiently protected by his outposts of horse.
The rest of the army was in camp, which was admirably
chosen in a strong and steep location, and well fortified. But
the immense train of wagons and the collection of Campa-
nian drivers and local rustics made it impossible to preserve
good discipline. to rise to all but a panic.
